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There are many reasons to create exam items. We want to verify student knowledge, evaluate our
instruction and prepare our students for the national certification exam. With all this in mind, the
following guide can be used to help create effective exam items.

PLANNING: BEFORE WRITING THE EXAM

CREATION OF THE STEM

CORRECT ANSWERS AND DISTRACTORS

Have other educators reviewed your question/assigned a difficulty level?
»Review from other educators helps prevent ambiguity.
»Other educators can assign a difficulty level or provide information to
help create an accurate cut score.
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